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The Contents. 

A Narrative of the Conjunction of the Ocean and the Medi¬ 
terranean , by a Channel , in France, Some Confederations 
concerning the Scarborough-Spaw , together with afbortAc- 
compt of a Salt-Spring in Somerfetfhire ; and of a Medical 
Spring in Dorfctfhire, TheCaufes of Mineral Springs fur¬ 
ther inquired into 5 and the (Irange and Jecret changes of Li¬ 
quors examined. Inflances , Hints,and Applications , relating 
to a main point follicite din the Preface to this 5th Tear, con¬ 
cerning the life , that may be made of Faults , deep Wells , 
and Cold Confervatories. 


A Narrative 

of the Conjunct ion of the two Seas,the Ocean and the Mediter¬ 
ranean,^ a Channel, cut out through Languedoc in France, 
by the Authority of the Mo(lchri(lian King LOUYS X/V, 
and the Contrivance and Management of Monfeur Riquet .♦ 
Enghfcd by the Publijher out of the French , lately fent to the 
fame from Paris , together with the printed Mapp of the faid 
Channel here contracted,and explained. 

I T is not now, that the Conjunction or Communication of 
the Seas hath been thought poflible. It hath been always 
agreed upon, that it was fo,and that many ways,evcn with¬ 
in the bounds of France, without any dependance onor participa¬ 
tion with the neighbouring Con rys thereof. The thing hath 
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a’fobeen often propofed under the Reignes of Hem) IV. and 
Loujs XIU. of mod Gorious memo y. But whether it be, 
that it hath ever been Judged tood fficult or too expence-full, 
or that thofe Great Pr nces were engaged in mo-e urgent affaires, 
or that their Mmifters would not apply themfelvts to it in good 
€arneft| foit is-that it hath been hitherto rejected,and as ’twere 
referved for the Glory of cur prefent Great Monarch LOU YS 
XIV. 

Monfieur piquet , who long fince had confidered the thing 
by himfelf, having open’d it to tire Lord Colbert , was hap¬ 
py enough to make him relifh it, by (nerving him the Advan¬ 
tages, which then might accrue to the Kingdom by facilitating 
Commerce, and by declaring to him the Difficulties,to be 
grnpled within this work,together with the Means of fur moun¬ 
ting the fame. T^his Great Minifter, who inctflantly watch- 
eth for the Glory of the King, and the /nterefts of the State, 
and lets no occafions efcape of procuring them, foon acquain¬ 
ted his Majefty therewith, who having a high concern for what 
may render his Kingdom happy and florifhmg, gladly hearke¬ 
ned to him,put the thing in deliberation, and having refolved 
for it, gave a General Commiffion to M. Piquet , efteeo ed by 
his Majefty the moft capable Perfon for executing fuch a defign. 

This difficulty being overcome, and M. Piquet having fatis- 
fied the Objections, made by feveral forts of peop’e againft this 
Enterprife, it was nectffary, before the aCIual undertaking of the 
Work, to refolve upon the Choyce, that was to-be made of 
the two Ways,by which the Channel was to be carryed from the 
River Garrone to the Aude. Some of the fnterefs’d would 
have it carryed all along to tire Plains, reaching from Cmcafto- 
r,e to Tholofe. Others would have it run into the river Frefque/l , 
from thence into the Plain of Revel, and thence into the river 
Agout, and fointo the Garonne, M. Piquet follow’d neither of 
thofe two Ways, hut form’d thence a third which was* To 
make ufe of what was beft in thefe two Ways, by taking from 
the former, what it had of good convenient Country from the 
Point of Separation (deferibed below) to Tbolofe- and from the 
htter,wlnt advantage the bed of Frefqueil would afford him-, yet 
fo,that whereas home pretended to make this Channel of Com¬ 
munication 
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munication pafs into the very Channels of the little rivers Lers, 
Frefqueil , Jude-, Monfieut Miquet maketh his Channel pafs 5 as 
much as he can ; in the adjacent Plains,leaving theancient Chan* 
nels of thofe Rivers to ferve for receiving and carrying away the 
great and frequent inundations of waters, and thereby fecuring 
the new Channel from the danger of being inconvenienced by 
them. 

The higheft place of the whole Channel was well enough 
known, which was to be the Point, call’d the Point of Divifion 
or Separation. Nature herfelf fufficiently pointed at it by the 
Spring of Grave which partly runs towards rhe Ocean,and part¬ 
ly towards the Mediterranean: and’tis near this place,where the 
great Bafon is made to receive the waters, that are to run both 
fidesof the Channel. But this water being not near fufficient, 
it was neceflary to find out others,that might be high enough to 
fall into the faid Bafon,tmd abounding enough ro keep it always 
full, and to furnifh for the S luces of thofe two parts of the great 
Channel. 

It appear’d a!fo, that this plenty of waters could not be had 
but from the Black M»untain,d\ftmt enough from it$ but it did 
nor appear,how this could be effected. In fhort/tis this where¬ 
in the greateft difficulty of the whole work did confiff. For 
wemuft know, that there are many Springs ifTuing from the 
higher part of that Mountain,and that among the reft there are 
Five great ones,which make as many fraall rivers, that are never 
dryed up,and run along the hillocks of this Mountain,and fall to¬ 
gether into the river Frejqucil 5 but fo far above the faid Point of 
Separation, that that remotenefs would render them a:Tolu tel y 
ufelefs, it not being poffible to make them re-mount. W here- 
fore to make them ferve for this purpofe, it was necefTary to in¬ 
terrupt their natural courfefrom North to South, and to give them 
a contrary one,from Ea(l to I'Ve ft, by digging a Conduit for them 
crofs the Mountain,through places,which are all fteep rocks and 
horrid precipices. There was then a neceffity to make thofe 
five rivets run, the firft into the fecond,and thefecond into the 
third,fourth and fifth, and to re-unite them all in the Deri¬ 
ving Channel , which at lad carries them to the Point of Sepa¬ 
ration for the end above-mentioned. 
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As for the particulars of this great Work, the annexed 

will give farther information of them. In it _ 

A. The Jfoint of Separation % being[beneath the Town of Mont-ferand f 
near the high way of Iholofe , below the Stones o/’Naurouze. It is fo Called^ 
becanfe that from this place the waters run naturally , on one fidejo the O- 
ceanfby the Garonne^W on the other .towards the Aitcditerrancan,by the Au- 
dc. In that place is to be a great Bafon Ottogonal Oval-wife , zoo fathoms 
long , and l^o.fath. large \ Which fhall be fur rounded With 72. houfes to be 
raffed on Arches: Over againfl which there fhall be built a key for the conve¬ 
nience of thofe that flsall dWct there pvhich is to be very fpatiom, and faced with 
hewen/lone. This great Bafon fhall receive all the watersyvhich the Deri* 
ving Channel is to conveigh thither from the Black Mount ii c\to be diflribu- 
ted by the Royal Channel to both Seas, In the middle of this Bafon fhall 
be a Co Ioffe, reprefenting the King [landing in a T r lump hunt Charret y drawn 
bj four Sca-horfcs , holding one foot upon a Globc y and a Trident in l is hand, 
as marks of his greatnefs both by Sea and Land. And then a flreame of 
rvater y iffuing as from a Source vnder the Charret.fljall as 9 tWere be beaten 
backhand difgorge itfclf through the throat of Serpents toward the four parts 
of the World y reprefented by as ?nany Rivers yvhich fhall alfo poure out of 
their urnes a prodigious quantity of water , to /hew , that the Graces , which 
the Liberality of the King plentifully diffufes to all bis people y dopafs through 
the hands of the Lord C olbert. 

B. The Stones of N urouze, lying on the left hand of the high way of 
Tholofe on the fide of a little hillock: 

C. The Fountain of Grave, whence the waters run partly to the Ocean 3 
partly to the Mediterranean. 

D. The Alack Mountain, on which there is a great Forref y calledl\emon- 
ik , fo pleafant in Summer ft hat the Counts of fholofe did heretofore pafs 
there that whole fcaf on in the divertifement of Hunting . It was from hence, 
that it Wits foundpoffible to make this Channel y by the means of the Five Ri¬ 
vers and a great number of rivulets , iffuing thence ; without the concourfe 
Whereof it had been tmpojfiblc to undertake it and to render it navigable\ It 
is in this Mountain, a good way under the Alill of Cil z,on the river Sor, 
where begins the Channel of Derivation, which hath its declivities through 
terrible pncipiccs y where itreceives the rivers Benrflone, Lam pi, Rictor , 
Alzau, and Lampillon, , toconveigh them into the A'Utgazfine of JY, Fc- 
ri ol, by the means of an other Conduit fWhcn need fhall be to fill it. It Would 
be trouble fume to relate all the pains f which t his Channel of Derivational- 
mo ft all cut through rocks y hath cnfl * or the number cf Dims/ hat were neccs- 
fary to be made athwart many rivers , to divert their natural courfc - y or lajK 
ly the .Mountains^ that were to be levelled , having been counted afore inac- 
Cfffible rockj y and affording now agrcable Wallies. 

F. The Channel of Derivation % digged in the Black. Alountain s and re « 
reiving a 'l its rivers . F. The 
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JF. The PUceyrhence the faid Channel difcharges itfelf into the river 
Sor 

Another Channel of Derivation, conveighing the water of the Black, 
M ount into the }si*gaz>in above-mentioned* 

H, The Magazine *?/the Water of St* Feriol, This workjnight be rec¬ 
koned among the iVtmders ofthe Worlds both for the Contrivance of its ad¬ 
mirable Stru&ure^and for the prodigious quantity of Water % it is to contain . 
Ter , it will be above twelf-hundred fathoms long , fixhundred large, and 
twenty two ,deep • and is tofurnijh every minute of an hour , for fix moneths 
of the 7 ear , more than eight Cubic feet of water* This vafl Store-houfe is 
between 2. M: mtains y through the middle of which runs the [mall rivalet 
Laudot. 9 1 is true , Nature hath done fomething wonderful , informing a 
difpofitivn thereto ; but 9 tis alfo certain y hat Art hath much furpaffed her , 
by the ftrong' Banks or Dams , which are there rais'd to bear up agdinft 
fuch a vafl quantity of water; as alfo by the admirable Aque-duBsyhat 
etre to have more than So. fathoms in length for giving the more liberty and 
facility to the waters to run out, Vehen there jhall be cccaficn ; and laflty % 
by the great Wall, Vehich is 22 . fathoms high , and 600. fathoms long : to 
fay nothing of the incredible quantity of Earth , which 2000. Woemen dai¬ 
ly carry to this wall , thereby to flrengthen it on bothfldes. 

1 . The natural courfe of the river Audot,which by the mean/of a Chan¬ 
nel eonveighs the Water of the(aid Magazinto the Cape of of Bon Amour, 
where it foyns itfelf with thofe , that come from Revel to go to the river Sor, 1 
to pafs together to the Point of II iv if: on. 

L. The Cape of Bon Amour, fo called byreafon of the two Channels; 
where the one,coming from Revel, brings the waters, which went to the Ocean , 
and the other ? which comes from the Magazine y brings thofe of the, 
Blacky Mountain, that pafs 9 d towards the Mediterranean. 

AT. The Port Louys near Revelyiewly built, faced with heVen ft ones of 
20 * fathom fquare •, where the Z^Bourlemont ArchTiJhop of Tholofe, 
and M. de V>ezon$flnlendant of Juftice in Languedoc , accompanied with 
many of the Nobility , embarqued in May 1668. to make an Experiment 
of this title Channel, and roWcd onto the Stones, of Naurouze, With that 
fuccefs, that M. K\<\v\£l,having found the advantages, which the neighbou - 
ring Towns and Villages might thence receive y befidesthat of carrying the 
waters to the Point of reparation, did fo enlarge the fame , that now it carry es 
great Boats , though it be on the declivity of an Hill: whith caufeth wonder 
in all thofe , that fee it. 

N . The Channel , that goes from Revel to the Point of Separation* 

9 O . The Royal Channel, whichgoes from the Garonne into thel^ke of 
Thau or Frontignan. It is to be in its narroweft places Q.or 1 o, fathoms 
broadband at leafl 9. foot deep, according to the places, where it muft be more 
or lefs digged. You may fee in the annexed Mnpp^ great many nvolets^ 
rivers 9 and Ponds 3 which it traverfetb^and which in winter are as many 
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torrents, th*t would caufe very great inconveniences, If it were not for the care 
ft fed to prevent them. The B oats that fbali come from the Mediterranean , 
fifall enter, at the Pert St. Louy syvhich is at the Cap eof Cette; and thofe 
that {hall come from the Ocean y fijall pafsto Bourdeaux ; they fall afeend 
by means of Sluces unto the Point of Divifion^.W defeendfrom thence after 
the like manner , The number of the S luces will be great ficcanfe of the great 
declivity^there isfrom the /aid Point towards both Seas . In theAPapp an 
noted thofeonly , that are made from Tholofe vnto the Point of Separation, 
whilfi we are bnfy in marking &!fo thofe on the other fide with the fame cxatt~ 
nefs. 

7. The markjf the Sluces * 

Some Confiderations 

Relating to D. Witties Defence of Scarborough SpawC abbre¬ 
viated in Numb. 51. ) together with a brief Accompt of a lefs 
con(iderable Salt- fpring in Somerfetjh $ and of a Medical Spring 
in Dorfetfhire j by the Learned Dr. Highmore/'# a Letter to 
Dr Beale at Yeavil in Somerfetfh. 

Worthy Sir* 

I Give you many thanks for the lad Letters, and the loane 
of your Book. The Dr. indeed hath gotten ground 
of his Adverfary; butf whether either of them hath gotten the 
right on his fide, I cannot Judge,being a ftranger to that Wa- 
ter,muchdiffering ( itfeems) from thefe about Us-, and there¬ 
fore may participate of other Minerals,and more,bothin quanti¬ 
ty and number. But,whether all thofe diftindt Minerals,reck¬ 

on'd up by the Dr, do confpire to makeup this Medicinal wa¬ 
ter, and that none of them can be left out,may be doubted: 
And it feems,he doth himfdffpeak very doubtfully as to Salt 5 
acknowledging it to be the leaft of all the other, if there be a- 
ny differing from the Salt of the Metals 5 though it be fometimes 
covered by the Sea,as he faith pag. 89. 

Next, I wonder, why he fliould fet Allom in the front of the 
Conftituents of his Medicinal water: Alumen exiccat.aflringit^in- 
crajfat . Now how the Water fhould be fo highly deopilative, 
and fo beneficial to Hypochondriacal and Cachediical perfons, 
being impregnated with fo great an Aftringent, I underfiandnot, 
neither doth the Dr. declare: Befides,he confefleth,Al!um-wa¬ 
ter will not tinge with Galls as he acknowledges this will 
do. fur- 





















































